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this editorial, is not to discuss the tjues- 
tion from a politícal standpoint, but rath- 
er to draw some moral and religious les- 
sons frorn that which came under our ob- 
servation on Thursday of last week, May 
30. It was Decoration day, and ourtown 
of Ashland, had made extensive prepara- 
tions for a "great day," and a great day 
it was — for the saloon kcepers ; it gave 
abundant evidence of the fact that after 
all times are not so "hard," It is stated 
upon good anthority, that the saloon 
kcepers headed a pelition to get a big 
show to town on that day. To this peli- 
tion were attached the nafnes of some of 
the prominent citizens of Ashland, prom- 
isíng to pay a certain amount as a bait to 
bring the show here, throwing their in- 
lluttnce on the side of the saloon and help- 
ing to fill their coffers with the hard earncd 
money of the thousands of poor pcoplc. 

As we obscrvcd the people going into 
town on that day we were compelted to 
say, what enthusiasm ! Sitting under a 
shade tree by the hall, we observed no 
less than 125 teams enter the town in one 
hour's tíme, and that on but ot\e of the 
eight roads that lead into Ashland. The 
number of people was estimated at from 
Sooo to 1 0000 people, What did it all 
mean ? Had the people come to town to 
take part in the religions services of the day, 
to assist in decorat i ng the graves of those 
who died for the land that is ilear to us? 
I > i < 1 they come to receive new inspiration 
and Btrengthcn the fcelings of puré pa- 
trio:ism which should fill the soulof every 
loyal citi/.en on Decoration day? We 
think not. l'he money went to the show 
and to the saloon. And who furnished 
it? A good portion of it was supplied by 
church metnbers, professed Christians, by 
nien and women whosing in church choirs, 
altend Sabbath-school, pray and give 
testimony at prayer-meeting. It would 
be a safe estimate to say that church mem- 
bers spent as much money on this one 
day as religion costs the town of Ashland 
in one year. Now what does all this 
mean ? 

1. It means, first, that therc is such a 
commingling of worldliness with religion, 
that one who stands wilhout becomes not 
only confused but complctcly disgnsted 
with the half way religion of those worldly 
professors. This isdamaging lo the cause of 
the church and of Christianity, and is the 
one great reason why the church does not 
now exert the mighty iníluence which it is 
possible for it to exert. Sf/>ar<ifit>n is the 
waroing cry of the Almighty. '«Come ye 


out from among thein and be yeseparate." 
Let the church come to a full realization 
of the fact, that "Holiness to the Lord," 
should be inscribed on everything eonse- 
crated to God. 

2. It means in the second place, that 
after all, times are not so "hard" as one 
would think. These people had money — 
seemingly plenty of it. Now suppose we 
should appeal to these people for money 
for some good cause, what would be their 
exense? They would say, "times are 
hard," "money is scarce," "the frosts 
killed all the fruit," "the whcat is dama- 
ged," "the prospeets for crops are poor," 
"I ha ve debts to meet." These and nu- 
merous other excuses would be considered 
sufficient to exhonerate them from paying 
anything at all. 

3. It means in the third place, that 
enthusiasm for that which is detrimental 
to moral i ty, for that which apneals to the 
carnal nature runs far highe* than cn- 
thnsiasm for that which is clevating and 
cnnobüng in its nature. By no manner 
of advertising could such a crowd be gath- 
ered from a similar territory, in the inter- 
ests of some religious cause — the cause of 
Christ. If it were widely announced that 
there would be a gathering of all classes 
of people in the interest of humanily, a 
meeting to devíse some means for the bet- 
terment of the poorer classes, it would 
be impossible to creatc such enthusiasm. 

4. It means tn the fourth place, that 
the saloon element has a trcmcndouspow- 
er and iníluence over the people. It is 
high time that the church awakes to the 
fact, that with its half-way Christians, 
cold and worldly professors, cowanls who 
are afraid to do the right — the saloon ex- 
erts a greater infhience for evil, than the 
church does for good. Let the church 
lcarn here and now, that wíthevery niem- 
ber doing hls duty, standingup, andbold- 
ly and fearlessly, declaring for the right, 
the powerof the saloon will meet itsWatcr- 
loo in one year's time. Will we do it ? 


FOREGIVENESS OF SINS. 
[CotiliiiHtíi from fagt j.) 


earthly stagc of action. Their cares, 
tlieir anxicties, their domèstic lo ves, and 
their joys will have become alostand for- 
gotten hïstory, and the hearls upon which 
they are wrilten will have mouldered into 
dust, but if they have served the Lord, 
when that family circle is conipletcly dis- 
solved upon earth it will be reunited in 
heaven. Heaven is the Christian's home, 
the etemal dwelling place of the chil- 


dren of God. There all is perfect peacç 
and untnterrupted hannony forever morè. 
There we shall meet with kindred ones who 
have been favored with an earlïer call to 
glory. 

"Nolingering l™.k no parting sigh 

Our future meeting knows, 
There fríenrlship heams from every eye. 

And love immortal glows." 

The Psalmist says, "The wicked shall 
be turned into heli and all the nat ions 
that forget God." If we consult the 
scriptures we shall find that God has dis- 
played his justice in many instances by 
the pnnishment of sinners. 

The rebel àngels were cxpclled from 
heaven, they are the marks of the justice 
of God. Sin caused our first parent to 
be cast out from paradise, the earth curs- 
ed for his sake, the man was doomed to 
severc labor. Thorns and thistles shall 
the earth bring forth to thee. "In the 
sweat of thy facc shalt thou cat bread, .till 
thon retnrn unto the ground." God sent 
htm forth from the garden of Edèn to till 
the ground from whence he was taken. 
The woman doomed to multiplied sor- 
rows ; trouble, sickness, and death, like a 
mighty flood, to overwhelm mankind. 

When mankind had multiplied upon the 
facc of the earth sin inercased. Wicked- 
ness became so great and increased lo 
such an extent that God Almiyhly could 
no longcr forbear, but opened the win- 
dows of heaven and poured universal de- 
struction on a guilty world. 

God does not always execute immedí- 
ale justice upon every transgressor. lïe- 
cause sentence against an evil work is not 
always immedialely exectiled, the hearls 
of nien are futly set in llit- in tn do evil. 
llow long, () I.ord, shall the wicked tri- 
ll mph. They are spared sometimes as in- 
struments of públic good, but the present 
is a state of probation. God is gíving 
them time, ami time for repentance ; if 
they repetit twt, his arni that delays lo 
strike will fall with a heavier blow hereaf- 
ter, and palience abused will aggravale 
ihe future pnnishment. 

Jesús says, "In my father's honsc are 
many mansions, if it were not so I would 
have tojd you. I go to preparc a place 
for you. And if I go to prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive 
you unto myself, that where I am, there 
ye may be also. " 

The Psalmist says, "Thou wilt shew me 
the path of li fe ; in thy presence is full- 
ness of joy ; ai thy right hanil are pleas- 
ures forever niore." 


OüEDlENCE is better than sacrifice, be- 
canse true obeilience only comes after all 
has been sacrificed. 


